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CHURCH SERVICES IN FEBRUARY

Remarkable 1@ spiritual and ethical life. Unitarians

. . have made major contributions in
Century Mlnlsters bringing world religions into
Sunday, Februaryl, 11 AM dialogue, and, in turn, our own
Rev. Laura Friedman religion has been deeply influenced
Today, across our denomination,Py them. Join us for an exciting
congregations are celebrating the workexploration. (The third in a series
of community ministries. Rev. Laura dedicated to understanding our Six
Friedman will lead us in alook back to a Sources.)
cohort of remarkable nineteenth Plantoarrive early (10:45) for In-
century ministers who broadened ourdathering Singing with Joyce Poley.
movement. These pioneer women grew

and reformed Unitarianism with their ~ LOVE@ and Death

passion andtalent. And whatis going on Sunday, February 22, 11 AM
closer to home, here in Vancouver ~gq [Sr Steven Ep[:,)erson

today? What does it mean to take the o -
teachings of the church beyond its Unitarian minister Forrest Church
recently stated that "religion is our

walls? .
- human response to the dual reality of
DarW| n: being alive and having to die.# In this
A Bicentennial service, we will look at how Rev.

Sunday, February 8, 11 AM Church and Prof. Randy Pauch,
Rev D’r Steven Ep’person author of the Internet phenomenon

Joi ¢ i fh (The Last Lecturehave made sig-
n oinustoracommemoration 0N ;g-ant contributions to Unitarian
200" anniversary of the birth of Charles

Darwin, the man whose big idea has g anq calls usto a fullness of life.
changed our world and helped shape
)

modernity. His thinking was SINGWITHTHE
meticulous, original, and ahead of his
time; he is also an ethical inspiration, U[I;\[ll!I}{LEGﬁ]%AL

with some surprising connections to
Unitarianism. Sunday, February 15, 2:30 PM

Unitarian Church of Vancouver

The WlSd O m Of Experience spontaneous community in

song at the UGC Community Sing! This

WO rl d R el |g |O n S is an opportunity for audience and choir

. to sing together, with an open mike for
Sunday’ February 15, 10:45AM anyone who would like to solo. It!s like

Rev. Dr. Steven Epperson karaoke, only with a live back-up chorus
i of 100 plus!

traditi In thS _;I'h!rd Souque# ct)f Ogr Tickets are $15, available through choir

tradition, uUnitarians claim 10 D€ yempers or the choir line at 604-737-

inspired by the wisdom of the world!s 1545. All ages welcome! No charge for

religions in shaping and guiding our children 6 and under.

New I\/I_odel for L_JCV
Social Justice

A new model for social justice
advocacy and action is emerging at
UCV. Based on the very successful
program at First Unitarian of Portland,
OR, our new approach emphasizes
personal involvement in issues that
matter mostto our congregation.

We invite proposals from you to
form working groups on issues, and
there are simple forms to help you get
started. To form a group, we ask that a
minimum of 5 members of the con-
gregation commit to working in the
group. The project must have a clearly
articulated purpose, objectives and &
plan of action that engages congregant
and focuses on concrete actions towart
systemic change.

The Social Justice Committee and
our minister, Steven Epperson, will
meet with you to discuss your proposal,
deliberate and get back to you quickly

understandings of how death shapes with a decision. If approved, your

project will run for one year. Subject to
the same review process, it may be
renewed if needed. For more details,
pick up a copy of Social Justice as
cont. on page 3&
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From the Minister!s Workshop

"Intractable Conflict: Unitarian Resources! =~ =

inanimportant article in the Spring, 200&JWorld
un- Those principles are:
manageable, and self-righteously 1 An affirmation of theUnity of all existence, wherebf
commented on than the war between e envision aworld in which there is maher to war |

| canlt think of any conflict that is
more complex, scrutinized,

Israel and its Arab neighbours$that

tireless blood-fuelled feud$thathasnow 2 ove, wherein we commit ourselves to relationshif 7
taken its latest tragic, gut-wrenching turn  of compassion, respect, mutuality, and forgiveness g
in the Gaza Strip. | can add absolutely 3 The inherentWorth and Dignity of all persons, '

nothing to the rivers of ink that have

against.

including the right to a meaningful

flowed in analyzing the causes, scoring and fulfilling life.
points, excoriating aggressors, sym-4 Freedom for any form of coercion or

pathizing with victims, commenting on

diplomatic misfires, the human tragedies,

violence violates human dignity and
agency.

the opportunities botched on both (or all) 5 Justice as manifest in the right

sides. With you, | have followed this
historically intractable conflict for years

with tears, anger, hope, revulsion, fear,

ordering of human relationships and
just communities and social
structures.

near helpless exhaustion, and did | say6And Power, for peace and justice

"hope#$that fragile, resilient
emotional/intellectual sensibility? That
there be no mistake$l firmly support the

right of Israel to exist as a viable, secure

state within its pre-1967 borders; as well,
| firmly support the creation of a viable,

secure Palestinian state in the West

Bank/Gaza Strip. Period.

| believe that Unitarian theological
resources and world-view must begin
with a commitment to non-violence and a

presumption against war. Keeping peace

atthe centre of our ethical thinking helps
us to focus our critique, our hope, and it

reminds us of the importance of peace-

making and violence-prevention

strategies. We begin and persist in this

position based on the following

principles, as outlined by Rev. Paul Rasor

require cooperative forms of power,
and it needs to be guided by core
values of unity, love, dignity and
freedom.

Asserting these principles does not
bring peace; writing them down in a
column for The Bulletin does not
bring a cessation of conflict to Gaza,
the West Bank and Israel. | have no
illusions about that. Nor does it
assuage my uneasy mind, nor heal the
wound of my incessant cycling
through rage, anguish, cynicism,
helplessness, and hope over the
Israel/Arab conflict.

All 1 can do in listing these
values, is to remind me what |
believe and affirm; who, in the
cacophony of claim and counter
claim, of absolutism and victim-

-hood, I will support; and why | remain
vigilantly resolved to side with those
who call for peace, for compromise, and
above all, for those who call for the
protection of civilians.

For that reason, | would endorse what
Bradley Burston, a columnist for the
Ha!Aretz newspaper called "Ten
Commandments for Arab and Jew at
War#:

4Thou shalt not kill the civilian.

Period.

4+Neither shall you use civilians as

human shields.

4Thou shalt not worship the use of

force, nor mistake revenge for self-
defense, nor confuse politically
motivated attacks with justice, nor
believe with perfect faith that
military might, carried to extremes,
willresolve the conflict.

4 Thou shalt not practice humiliation,

nor collective punishment.

4Thou shalt not dismiss cease-fire

proposals out of hand.

4 Thou shalt not demolish homes.

4+ Thou shaltrazeillegal outposts.

4Thou shalt act to restrain the

renegadesinyour midst,contcz
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President!s Message .= Religious Education
By ELISABETH GELLER ‘m By CAROLINE FARLEY g
It!s exciting to realize that ourchurcf* ﬁ Plans and "negotiations# are¥ &
community has been in Vancouver nowt L _-E . underway to send a group of 6 or 7. #

for over 100 years, a century of pro- ) youth to the Unitarian Universalist —
gressive thinking and exploration of . United Nations Organization annual
faith and knowledge during some of th Spring Conference April 15 to 18.
darkest days of our history as a plan§ The youth who are going will be
as acountry and as a people. Unitari \k taking on extra fundraisers in order to cover as much of th
inVancouver can be justly proud o LE7d costas possible. Please supportthemin this endeavour.
our history of supporting social and environmental justice The newest Adult Religious Exploration brochure is ou
movements that have challenged mainstream bigotry, gre#dth a whole slate of exciting new programs. Registration
and hatred and encouraged justice, dignity and sustainll be taken by callingthe UCV office at 604-261-7204. We
ability. have something for everyone so signtopay! Plans are

Unitarians have never shirked in their responsibility taunderway for a survey of the congregation that partly wil
face contemporary issues head-on, and resisted tAsk whatwe would like to have as programs in ARE. If yol
fracturing seen in other faith communities by listening tovould like to make a suggestion or propose a progran
one another and acting with compassion and inclusion. please contact Caroline in the office or Fritz Muntean (ou

As we embark on our next 100 years, it's an opportunitypARE chairperson).
for us to look back at what we have become, and to look Ourannual pageantwas a big success thanks to all of y
forward to what may be. What are the ties that bind ugho stepped up to help out. A special thank you goes out
together as a community? What are the values arldiana Ellis, Nancy Woodham, Nan Gregory, Duncar
commitments that we hold in common? How do we want tésraham and my sweetie, Fiona Graham. These peoy
express those values inside our own faith community and feelped out with prop making and took on extra roles in th
the greater world? pageant; many at the last minute. Also a big thank you to &

I would encourage every member of the UCV to look abf you who intended to be in the pageant but founc
their own involvement with this faith community and askthemselves snowbound, ill and in one case hospitalize
themselves what they want us to be. What is your vision fofhope yourribs are healing, Reed).
the children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren of this  This winter our kids will continue to look at World
faith 100 years from now? What is the legacy you want to b&eligions through our Spirit Play programs. Under the car
part of? And then, consider your own plans to support UC\able and energetic direction of Nan Gregory, Robin Mac
to achieve this vision. What can you do, what skills do yojueen and Corina Bye, the spirit play program is thriving
possess that will help this community thrive for the next 10@ur older kids will continue with the Toolbox of Faith
years? Are there additional contributions you could make tprogram and undertake various social action projects. Wat
achieving this vision (because most are giving of their timéor socks and sandwiches! .
and energy already)? Happy 2009! /%_

And finally, to resolve to make these contributions and
build a faith community that will maintain its importance andcont. from page 1 _ _ _ _
relevance for another century, and beyond. Spiritual Practice available at the Social Justice Committee
bulletin board in Hewett Centre.

Examples of the social justice action groups in Portlan

Epperson: cont. from p. 2
terrorists, bigots and bullies, whose actions betray their

own people include the: Economic Justice Action Group, Peace Actio
4Thou shaltﬁot aim tbelose an accoudt Group, Mental Health Action Group, Freedom for Choice
4Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord in vain. The/Action Network, Unitarian Pride Group, and many more.
clergymar$ rabbi, reverend or imaghwho counsels Here at UCV, we already have a Homelessness/Housit

hatred for the other, who preaches that the Lord is on th&:ction Group and im personally working to start a Food
side of wider and deeper war, who dismisses the belief&SUeS Arﬁ:tlor;Group. V\lihat grcr)1up would 3k’°u like to gef
and history of others, and who forbids compromises istarted here? L&t work together to make a positive

nota man of God and takes the Lésdame in vain. difference in our community and in our world.
g = The next meeting of the Social Justice Committee will b
‘, fN— S —— at12:30PMon February 15in Budny.

%Rev. Dr. Steven Epperson ' David Steele, Chair, 604-454-1919
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Music Club

The Music Club's Solstice Party had to
be cancelled because of the snow, bu
we're hoping for a repeat in the Fireside
Room February 23 or March 30. Look for
an announcement in theérder-of-
Service, Bulletiror Music Club E-News

The February meeting will be on
Monday, February 23 at 7:30 in the
Sanctuary or the Fireside Room. The
evening will consist of a short informal
concert.

The Music Club welcomes all styles of
acoustic music, and performances are
arranged in advance. If you would like to
perform, come and we will set a date.
Everyone is welcome. When you come,
please bring a contribution to refresh-
ments. Because of the church's financial
difficulties, we now put out a donation
basket each month so people who do no
make contributions to the church and are
notlow income can make a contribution.

Dates for the rest of the 2008-2009
season are: February 23, March 30, April

Galen Elfert: In Church and Community 27,May 25, and June 22.

By Mary Bennett More information?
. Y y .. _ Jeannie Corsi (604-224-1040) or
Galen has been attending the churcpraphic.” The tune opens with the yichorsi@interchange.ubc.ca

since age eight. Until he finished youthfamiliar dings of SkyTrain doors, and p,vid Donaldson (604-224-6010) or
group, he attended regularly with histhen vocals urge listeners to "Come ONgvdd@telus.net
parents, Margo and Hans, and brotheand play/Get on the COPE Train."

Dylan. He says,"l wasrdt a very Galen is a regular sound booth .
reactionary kid. My parents sa#delre volunteer, and he laughed sayitighat Day“ mers
going to church now so we did# guarantees | getto church atleastoncea We meet on the first, third and fifth

Following youth group, Galen hasmonth# He also enjoys théspiritual  Thursdays of each month, in the Fireside
beeninvolved in severalincarnations oexperience$ of mowing a lawn or Room.Allare welcome!
young adult groups but, as he saysshovelling snow. When | asked himThursday, February 5, 11AM:
young adults are busy and in transitionhow we could be more welcoming to |nternational Conflict Resolution will be
so groups sometimes form and theiyoung people, he said| think it is the subject of a presentation by Alice
dissolve withina shorttime. already welcoming. There are alwaySJames in the Fireside Room. Following a
In October, Galen wrote and pro-people around to introduce you; tellyounoon bring-your-own bag lunch, at 1
duced the COPE Train song as part afvhatit's all about# o'clock, Daytimers will have an oppor-
the Vancouver civic elections. Theidea  Galen has value#being part of a tunity to hear Dr. Margaret McGregor
came from Lucas Schuller, a 26-yearcommunity with such a wide ranging speaking on her recent visit to China and
old east side resident and graduate afeneration spah.Connecting with the state ofits medical system.
the SFU music composition program lders in the church has influenced himrhursday, February 19, 11 AM:
and afriend of Gal€els. and developed patience and unwMaster reader Shirley Church will share
Speaking to the Vancouver Courierderstanding. He mentioned Margaretwith the group two of the stories of
COPBEs campaign manager saidMurdoch who died this past year as aStephen Leacock. After lunch, at 1 PM,
"What we've got is one of the youngessurrogate grandmother as both of hiathryn Aberle will talk with Daytimers
campaign teams that the city's evegrandmothers died when he was reallyabout Communications in the Unitarian
seen. A lot of new ideas are beingyoung. "She was a good bridge to ChurchofVancouver.
generated that speak to that demo-another era# ‘Wanda Justice, 604-327-1851
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UCV CENTENARY INSIGHT

Did You Know...?

UCV has long been interested in
affordable housing for its members and
others. At the May/67 AGM, Gretchen
Steeves and Julia Stockett moved and
seconded that the Boattle authorized
to investigate ways and means to
initiating a non-profit housing project#$
which they did. News on this then
reappears in theé78-79 annual report,
with formation of a Unitarian Housing
Committee'We have a dream: to build a
happy retirement home for senior
members of our congregation % and even
larger % to build a Unitarian Village for
Unitarians of all ages and lifestyles

Then, from thé80-81 annual meeting,
there is a Housing Committee report of
the UCV-sponsored Le Coeur Housing
Co-op under construction in Champlain
Heights, with 20 of 77 units to be
occupied by church members. Their
further plans, to build 30 private town
houses and a group home for eight
seniors, were dashed by high land costs-
Finally, in 1988-89, a Seniors Housing
Committee, with Cunliffe Fund money,

Isabel Oades and Ada Stiernotte packing donations
for the Unitarian Services Committee, 1945.

Fools Thank You

explored the feasibility of building an
"Abbeyfield concept Unitarian House

over aportion of the parking lot.

Greetings Fools! It a long time To Joan Armstrong, Michael Clague,
since youve heard from me, and Katie Gatsis, Rev. Barry Morris, and
perhaps yolve been wondering what Andy Sitko, thank you for sharing your
the Vancouver Faithful Fools were up passion and your questions. To all who,

The congregation supported theto. The Fools have not been holding through the years have attended street
housing idea, but not on church property,meetings, and we have not run anyretreats, workshops or other Foolish

and the concept is moved on to Long
Range Planning Committee for ongoing

consideration. . .
'Archives Committee

Getting to Know You!
Getting to Know
All about You

The Membership Committee is
conducting a survey of Members and
Adherents of UCV in February. Please
take a few moments to fill one in and
return it to the Membership Committee
mailbox in the office, or putitin a box in
the sanctuary marked "Survey" on
Sunday mornings in February. We are
enclosing the survey with the Bulletin
mailout. For those not receiving the
Bulletin by mail, please check the UCV
website for the Survey Monkey and pdf.

Contact Joan Armstrong, 604-731-
8786 (joanarm@shaw.ca) or Carmen
Welton (cpwelton@shaw.ca).

programming for several months. So events, thanks for being aPart of the fun.
many people have invested so muchAnd to the congregation of the Unitarian
time and energy into this ministry and I Church of Vancouver and especially
am so grateful to all of you. Now, Reverend Steven Epperson for your
working a full-time, emotionally generosity and encouragement to bring
demanding job, | find that | don't have Foolishness alive in Vancouver. | am
the energy to commit to running and indebted in so many ways to the in-
coordinating the Fools. spiration and support of the Faithful

It saddens me not to have an active Fools Street Ministry of San Francisco.
group of Fools engaging and ener- The workyou dois truly inspirational.
gizing each other with our creative The wisdom of the Fool is that she is
determination to change the hope-able to stand in ridiculous clothes in the
lessness we experience in witnessingroyal court and speak truth to power. |
poverty. Atthe same time | know that am grateful to everyone who has risked
those touched by the work of the themselves enough to reveal your
Faithful Fools, will take that Foolishness to our cracked and broken
Foolishness and share it with the world. world. As Leonard Cohen sayghere is

| especially want to thank the people @ crack, a crack in everything/that's how
who committed many long hours to the the light gets ir¥ 1 pray you all continue
visioning and creation of the Fools: Foolishly to stand up to power, and
Michael Blenkhorn, Reverend Karen Witness both brokenness and beauty with
Fraser Gitlitz, Leslie Kemp, Phil Moir, humourand compassion.
Gayle Morton and Reverend Doug InFoolishness,
Peterson. You have all stood by me
through thick and thin and contributed
so much to whatwbuilttogether.

Rev. Laura Friedman
Community Minister
mirrorsofhope@yahoo.ca
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Refugee Committee Waiting for Karen Family Book cLus
By Virginia Crabill, Refugee and Social Justice Liaison A G rea‘t L| ne-u p

The Refugee Committee is Sheilah Thompson Refugee Fuhaoin The UCV Book Club meets in Budny at
anxiously awaiting the arrival of a the cheque. You can mail chequestothe 5.3 pp the first Sunday of each
young Karen family from Burma/ church or place them in the donationmc;mh We warmly welcome all people
Myanmar. The family, mom, dad and plate. ofanyégewholove books.
three-year-old daughter, are Visa In other news, Barb Taylor won the Upcoming books are:

Office Referred refugees, which lovely quilt we raffled in the fall. February 1: Mob -bick by Herman

means the federal governmentand theUpcoming fundraising activities MelviIIe'y ’ y y

Refugee Committee share the costsinclude Sunday lunches on February 1March 1’_ Walter Benjamin at the Dairy
for six months each. and 8. And, we will soon be selling our Queen'. Reflections at Sixty and

The Committee applied to cookbook with recipes from UCV Beyonoi by Pulitzer-Prize winning
Citizenship and Immigration Canada members and some of our refugees. novelist,LarryMcMurtry'

(CIC) to sponsor Karens. Of the Our next meeting is February 22 at, ~ .~ — ' :
refugees offered we chose this family. 12:30, in the board room. All are APril 5: Palace Walk by Naguib

Mahfouz;
CIC then arranged travel, paperwork welcome! -
and partial financial supportwhilewe  We have such amazing, gOOd_heart_lliAaa\l/%/lresnlceTSi(lel' Book of Negrogsby

agreed to do the rest. The family will ed, hardworking people in our group . _ i
have permanent residence upon theirand this congregation has been sgun€ 7: The Cellist of Sarajevdy

arrival. generous towards us. Thanks so much>téven Galloway.

If you'd like more information especially inthese hard times! Moby-Dick, published in 1851 when
about the Refugee Committee or to . author Herman Melville was 32 years old,
volunteer, contact either of the co- PhllOSOthl’S' is nowadays considered to be one of the
chairs, Fiona Graham (604-886- . . , world's greatest books. Melvilleformal
4810) or Virginia Crabill (604-731- Fireside Café  education ended when he was 15 after his

. , ] father died, leaving the family with little
9393). If you wish to assist the 3rq Frigay of the Month, 7-9 PM  money. He worked at a number of jobs,
Refugee Committee with a financial  Fjreside Room, Unitarian Centre,  entering the merchant marine at 18. Much
contribution, make your cheque  g49\\est 49th Ave. (at Oak)  of the factual material inMoby-Dick
payable to the Unitarian Church of gy ey one welcome. Pre-registration isfises from his experience on a whaling
Vancouver with a memd for the .. required. Admission $5 The €xpedition in 1841.Moby-Dick is a

evenings are as warm as our fireside, qf%scmatlng adventure story about the

i itari . aniacal Captain Ahab in pursuit of a
Canadian Unitarians Meet  weicoming as our carpet, @Sterocious large white whale that had

in Thunder Bay May 22-24 pq{mfor{_able astr?urdn'ew cha'ir? ?Ind a%itten off his leg. On completion of his
; ' interesting as tnhe diverse, Intelligénthook, Melville wrote to his friend,

Me(-ertri]rgs )S/ea:)rfs ?r?:uaglfgnf(eég?](;%%nnd people we attract. Onethingiss@ré& Nathaniel Hawthorne, saying he had
g is a great place to learn and help othergritten a "wicked book$ presumably

Unitarian Council) occur on the : ; ;
2 ) tolearn. he regarded it as wicked because it
Victoria Day weekend in Thunder Bay, L directly challenged the New England
Ontario. As you may remember when The next Café is February 20 at 7 PM. Quakersbeliefin a Supreme Being.
we hosted the ACM in Vancouver just a What About the Poor . :
o Chad Kirby, 604-271-1270
couple of years ago, this is a weekend of our World?

filled with fellowship and fun. Our
congregation will send up to nine Can we help them? Should we help
delegates to participate in Thunder Baythem? How do internal wars in the
It is a great way to share in the nation-poorer countries and their military
wide spirit of Canadian Unitarian- expenditures affect our willingness to, ~. ° : ; .
Universalism. help? Thoughts of Jeffery Sachs an gr:ﬁocrl]itefo'mg{? :r?c(i)gvzl;(t): ttc:I gfe%rt?g}ﬁ(
Watch the Denominational Affairs Paul Collier will be included. versions of the monthhyBulletin to a
section of the bulletin boards in Hewett Conrad Hadland, the thought leader, library of past sermons; it's all there. Take
Centre for more details. Call or e-mail is a leading Humanist and a happys new look and bookmark this site:
Jeannie Corsi for information and skeptic. WWW.vancouver.unitarians.ca
registration, 604-224-1040 or $ Randall MacKinnon, 604-586-4651 for the most comprehensive information
nichorsi@interchange.ubc.ca philosophers fireside cafe@yahoo.caboutVVancouver Unitarians.

Take another look

If you haven't looked at the church
website recently you may not be aware of
the wealth of information available. From
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Fostering —FORLD—

CO m m u n Ity February 1: The power of participative art with
Congratulations to the following: Catherine Hembling.
3 Diana Epperson and Dorothy February 8: Movie Slacker Uprisingoy Michael
Goresky for their fine work on the Moore.
new book about Harold Douglas February 15: Board report (TBA)
Brown. Let's hope more copies will _ _
need to be printed! February 22: Social Justice: TBA
3 Noel Armstrong on his "big 8-0",
celebrated on December 28 atthe Ann Foster LIBRARY

church. What a joy to hear a great concert performed by familyja\y Fiction of Note for the Winter Reader
members, including violinist daughter Pat, pianist granddaughtelrhe Reluctant Fundamentaligy Mohsin Hamid

Frannie and, of course the birthday boy, an accomplished cellist. _ . P
3 Arthur Hughe s for breaking his own record again, with his Shortlisted for the 2007 Booker, this allegoric fictional

incredible Remembrance Day Poppy Fund total of $16,703.28/0rk narrated by Changez, a brilliant Princeton
See the newspaper article on Arthur and his accomplishments gfaduate from Pakistan, evolves from his meteoric ris
our bulletin board in Hewett Centre. In a ruthless business appraising ailing companies ft
3 Elaine Spiloson having her articl&reek Family Courageous t@keover. His love for the fragile patrician Erica and his
as it Faced Uncertaintypublished in the Vancouver Sun. It 9rowing alienationin a post9/11 New York where Mid-
chronicles the stories of her grandparents and their families &St immigrants no longer blend easily into society
immigrants in Vancouver. culminate in hls_return to his ancestral home wher
3 Catherine Ponsford on the birth of her second daughter, cOnsequenceswillunfold.
Gabrielle Fredericka, December 20, 8 Ibs. 6 0z. Gabrielle join§Vhat they Wantedy Donna Morrisey
sister Jacqueline, nowtwo and ahalf. Allaredoingwell. -~ Now living in Halifax, the gifted writer Donna Morrissey
3 Michael Scaleson the birth of his first grandchild, Kira Ginja  again explores her Newfoundland roots through th
Rossler, daughter of Michael's daughter Alysha and husbanghyration of Sylvie, the daughter of the protagonists it
Luke_who live in Durban, South Africa. Michael only regrets thather 2005 Commonwealth Prize-nominated nove
they live so faraway. . Sylvanus NowSylvie longs to leave the outports and the
Welcome back téamantha andeff Taylor , returning froma strained relationship with her mother and seeks a larg;
lengthy stay on Mayne Island. Jeff is now working at an organiGyorid for herself and her artistic brother Chris. The
farm in Boundary Bay while Samantha continues her musigiplings join others looking for jobs and new direction in

teachingand performing. _ the booming but harsh world of the oil fields of Alberta
It's great to see botkeslie Hill  afRed Harris ~ back and onwhere each will experience pain and grief, yet finc

two feet! Leslie is recovering from foot surgery, and Reed took &hange and possible renewal.
tumble on December 18, breaking three ribs. He fell on top of a
two-and-a-half-inch thick reference book, on the way to theThe Book of Negroesy Lawrence Hill
library, and didn't even find the information he had sought! Reedigin CBQs &Canada Readsis Avi Lewis rides to the
is grateful for the help he received, especially frfbomy Roper  .defense of his chosen novel about the slave trade fro
And Leslie's aunt,Jane Sutherland , assisted with Leslie's Africa to the US, on to Nova Scotia and to the incipient
recovery, returning the favor from last summer when Leslieabolitionist movement in London. Winner of the
helped Jane during her convalescence. Commonwealth WritelsPrize for Best Book in 2008,
Greatto se&arl Perrin  's smiling face and helpful arms as h&€anadian Lawrence Hill takes us on this journey throug
served asimpromptu greeter to bus riders arriving at 49th and Odke eyes of a child who at age 11 is abducted into the trad
during our recent cold and snowy spell. Aminata is from a literate Muslim family living in West
Finally, a little sad newsMarie Brown , longtime UCV Africa in the 1700s, who, through luck, wit, the help of
member, passed away December 21. Service was on January 1@ther slaves and her increasing literacy does survive
Condolences t&lizabeth Murdoch , whose brother Charlessave others and to work to correct the injustice of the slav
passed away November 21 in Ottawa after a lengthy illness. SHeade. Readers will find the conditions on the slave ship:
and brother David attended the service there, held December 7the rupture of families and the sale of children and familie
Please let me know your news, good or bad, coming or going, it'@bhorrent, but the story, as Aminata speaks, is tol

allimportant! brilliantly. 'Aphrodite Harris, Library Chair,
Ann Foster, 604-736-2117afos72@vcn.bc.ca 604-987-5339
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The year continues with a variety of interesting and lively events at UCV. Please refer to the Church!s website

WWW.vancouver.unitarians.ca

for full details of these events, plus others that may have been scheduled since The Bulletin deadline.

Date & Time Event Location
Sun Feb 1, noon-2pm Forum: Power of Participating Art (Catherine Trembling) Fireside Room
Sun Feb 1, noon Lunch: Fundraiser by Refugee Committee Hewett Hall
Sun Feb 1, (12:30-2pm) Book Club: Moby-Dick by Herman Melville Budny

Tues Feb 3,10,17,24(7-9pm)

ARE: Centuries of Darkness&l ight (Harold Rosen)

Fireside Room

Wed Feb 4,11,18,25(7-9pm)

ARE: The Power of Myth: Joseph Campbell (Bemmett Mitten)

Fireside Room

Daytimers:11am-Conflict Resolution. 1pm:Dr. MacGregor (China)

Eireside Room

Thur Feb 5 A\:-v.sq.:v
Thur Feb 5,12.19 N@Q-m.Hm.oB

ARE: Womenl!s song circle with Samantha Taylor

Lindsey-Priestly

Thur Feb 5,12,19,26(8:30-9:45

Eri Feb 6,(7-10pm)

ARE: ﬂ_sm for s:u__-cm._mo with Samantha _.mvx_on

First Friday Focus: "Play Tonics#with Randall MacKinnon

ndsev-Priest

Fireside Room

Sat Feb 7 (10am-4pm)

ARE: KindergARTen for adults with Mary Bennett

Fireside Room

Sun Feb 8, noon Lunch: Fundraiser by Refugee Committee Hewett Hall
Sun Feb 8, (noon-2pm) Forum: film Slacker Uprising by Michael Moore Fireside Room
Sun Feb 8, (noon-2pm) Valentine card-making with Mary Bennett Alcove

Mon Feb 9,16 (7-9pm) Sacred Circle Dancing Fireside Room
Maon Feb 9,16,23 (7-9pm) ARE: Spirit of L ife with Caroline Farley Budny

Tues Feb 10,17,24 (7-9pm) ARE: Stress Management for the $Vorried Well!(Dr. Dorothy Goresky) | Hitschmanova
Wed Feb 11 (7-9:30pm) Pagan Committee Budny

Sat Feb 14 (9:30am-10pm) Spiritual Event: with David Embry Solest Meditatn Rm,Hewett Hall
Sun Feh 15, noon Lunch: fundraiser by Chalice Choir Hewett Hall
Sun Feb 15, (2:30-4:30) Universal Gaspel Choir community singalong Sanctuary
Wed Feb 18 (6-9pm) Community Spaghetti Dinner Hewett Hall

Thur Feb 19 (11-2pm)

Daytimers:11am Stephen | eacock. 1pm: UCV communicatns & web

Fireside Room

Fri Feb 20 (7-9pm)

Philosophers! Café

Fireside Room

Sat Feb 21 (2-5pm)

Art sharing with Mary Bennett & Franci Louann

Fireside Room

Sun Feb 22, noon

Lunch: for Youth Group

Hewett Hall

Sun Feb 22 (11-2pm)

Book Bash

Hewett Hall

Sun Feb 22 (noon-2pm)

Forum: Soc. Justice Cttee TBA

Fireside Room

Sun Feb 22 (2-5pm)

Sanctuary&Hewett Hall

Mon Feb 23 (6:30-10pm)

Westcoast Chamber Music Concert & Reception
UCV Music Club

Sanctuary




